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SOUTHEAST ASIA: #1--SOUTH VIETNAM

I ¢ yth Vietnam remains firmly committed to the West, and is increasingl.

¢ ncarned over what President Diem calls the "rampant'" growth of




1. Both the UK and India tend to connect a pnorth-south

in Vietnam with Communist willingness to come to 1o

Ycuth Vietnam 1s therefore taking $tép$ tw‘f«m@wct its ponitac é

i An wenvoy has been despatched to Laos, to - ounterbilasoc o
Cmmmunxﬁt diplomatic representation there that may be extal !
tollowing Premier Souvaina’'s Peiping trip.

b Also, SBaigon's quasiuoffxcial'Tebreswntanxv&“ in Cambod.o.
1Mﬁarumted.to combat Cormunist iotrigue in the event Viel

dinlomats s8how up there
e ’Tme Sguth Vietnamese have emphasized to Prime Miuister Nehyo thot
Ineiian interests in Indochina are best served by keepany

Vietaar bndependent,
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Meinwhile, Diem is continuing efforts to shore up Scuth Vi
internal defonses against communist subversion, and constan:
milizary and police pressure is being maintained on Vie® Mion

Canayetn .,
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